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May 4, 2005
REDWOOD NATIONAL AND STATE PARKS
Western Snowy Plovers Found Nesting on Gold Bluffs Beach
Redwood National and State Parks Superintendents Bill Pierce and Marilyn Murphy announce that a western snowy plover nest has been established on Gold Bluffs Beach.  The Pacific coast population of the western snowy plover is listed as a threatened species and is protected by the Endangered Species Act.  The National Park Service and California State Parks are working with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to protect the Pacific coast population of snowy plovers.  
Since January, a number of the small, well-camouflaged shore birds have been monitored by park biologists on a weekly basis.  On May 2nd, a plover nest was discovered north of Fern Canyon.  The adult plovers attend the nest for approximately 4 weeks.  When the chicks hatch park biologists will evaluate the need for brood protection measures.  

The following temporary nest protection measures will be in effect at Gold Bluffs Beach until the plover chicks have hatched:

· A temporary nest protection area (NPA) that may extend up to ¼ mile north and south of the nest will be designated by regulatory signing.

· No human access, dogs, or kite flying are allowed within the NPA.  The wave slope adjacent to the NPA will remain accessible to pedestrians, and commercial fishing vehicles. Vehicle speed limit is no more than 5 miles per hour.
While the birds must be given protection, the restrictions imposed are temporary and will not affect the day use or camping activities on the rest of the beach.  All other park beaches remain unaffected by these temporary restrictions.  By protecting plovers now, the parks increase the chance that temporary restrictions like these will no longer be necessary when the Pacific coast population of the western snowy plover has successfully recovered.
****
For additional information, contact Rick Nolan at (707) 464-6101, extension 5060.
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